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DIRECTING STATE AGENCIES TO PROTECT COASTAL
COMMUNITIES IN SITING MARINE RESERVES AND WAVE ENERGY
PROJECTS

Marine reserve designations and wave energy siting in Oregon’s Territorial Sea
have the potential to significantly impact coastal communities and ocean users.
The State must adopt a comprehensive, thoughtful approach to planning marine
reserve designations and wave energy siting that balances the needs of Oregon’s
coastal communities and ocean users with opportunities for continued economic
development.

Oregon’s coastal communities are comprised of distinct local economies that share
a common connection to the ocean and its resources. Coastal communities and
ocean users have a wealth of knowledge about maintaining nearshore marine
resources and their input is essential to developing informed recommendations for
marine reserves, wave energy development and other new uses of the ocean.
Oregon can stimulate and strengthen the coastal region’s economic vitality by
encouraging development of new sustainable industries while preserving existing
livelihoods in commercial and sport fishing, ocean recreation, tourism, forest
products and agriculture.

Oregon is distinguished among sister states for its collaborative and innovative
approach to ocean resource management. Oregon’s Ocean Policy Advisory
Council (OPAC), a marine policy advisory body, was created by the legislature to
ensure the conservation and responsible development of Oregon’s ocean resources.
OPAC is comprised of representatives from coastal communities and state
agencies, including but not limited to Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife
(ODFW), Department of Land Conservation and Development (DLCD) and
Oregon Parks and Recreation Department (OPRD).

At my request, OPAC has begun the process of recommending marine reserve
designations. OPAC will also be involved in advising the State about other
proposed uses of Oregon’s Territorial Sea. ODFW, as the state agency with
principal responsibility to manage marine fisheries and other marine wildlife, is
uniquely poised to lead OPAC in developing marine reserve designations. ODFW
has adopted a nearshore marine resource conservation strategy and a statewide
conservation strategy to preserve and protect Oregon’s ecosystems and the species 2
that depend on them.







